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About the E-rate Program 

E-rate is a discount/reimbursement program for broadband and telecom-
munica�ons services for schools and libraries (applicants). Discounts for 
applicants range from 20 to 90 percent based on the level of poverty and 
rural or urban status. Nevada public school districts on average receive a 
70% discount rate. 

 

The Office of Science, Innova�on and Technology (OSIT) has contracted 
consultants from E-rate Central, a na�onal leader in E-rate consul�ng, to 
engage Nevada schools and libraries to ascertain needs, provide custom-
ized consul�ng, assist with internal and external network design, and pro-
vide tailored applica�on assistance in order to increase the amount of fed-
eral E-rate funding applied for and received.   

 

As part of the Connect Kids Ini�a�ve, the Governor announced an invest-
ment of $2 million for an E-rate state matching fund to provide up to an 
addi�onal 10% funding for special construc�on build-out costs associated 
with highspeed broadband deployment. At the state-average 70% E-rate 
discount rate, that $2 million investment can facilitate an $18 million in-
vestment in federal E-rate program for  new fiber-op�c construc�on.   
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1,081 
Nevada Entities 

Helped/advocated 
for in 2019-20 

$12.2M 
Total Federal E-rate  

Funding Requested in FY2020 
 

 Number of en��es counts individual school and library sites. Data from USAC En�ty Download 
Tool, h�ps://data.usac.org/publicreports/En�tyDownload/En�ty/Download  

 Ac�ng as State E-rate Coordinator, OSIT tracks pending program deadlines, reviews all FCC Forms 
470 and 471 for issues, and advocates on behalf of all NV applicants with the FCC and USAC. 

 FY2020 E-rate funding amount includes $9.29M Funded, $2.9M Pending as of 10/22/2020. 
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71% 
Public K-12 

Schools are  
currently at 

1  Mbps/Student 

100% 
Public K-12 

Schools are  
Scalable to 

1  Mbps/Student 

Median Cost per Mbps  graph from Connect K-12 
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Feet of new fiber, federal and state funding sta�s�cs includes new fiber construc�on projects 

for FY2017—FY2020. All data is based on submi�ed FCC Forms 471. 

Fiber Deployment Projects 2017-2020 

$3,796,838 
E-rate Funding for New Fiber Deployment  

1,643,753 
Feet of new fiber-

optic 
Cable Funded  

$2.8M 
State Match & 

Broadband 
Grants 

Funding to-date 
for  

New fiber  

Fiber Special 

Construction  

Projects 

Since 2017 
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Funding includes wide area network circuits, Internet circuits, network equip-

ment and management and maintenance of eligible network equipment.  

Funding by City 
2020 Funding      

Request 
  Funding by City 

2020 Funding   
Request 

AMARGOSA VLY $6,479.46   MINDEN $435,932.02 

AUSTIN $9,709.20   NIXON $67,884.21 

BATTLE MTN $72,848.17   NORTH LAS VEGAS $177,238.43 

BEATTY $1,133.46   OWYHEE $456,774.55 

CARSON CITY $622,448.12   PAHRUMP $302,227.20 

DYER $51,294.94   PANACA $80,014.33 

ELKO $385,794.04   PIOCHE $7,324.80 

ELY $202,436.40   RENO $1,199,517.20 

EUREKA $916,752.80   SCHURZ $8,391.60 

FALLON $166,568.35   SPARKS $50,351.21 

HAWTHORNE $27,345.11   TONOPAH $6,479.46 

HENDERSON $164,781.78   VIRGINIA CITY $40,682.28 

LAS VEGAS $5,500,641.38   WINNEMUCCA $284,060.58 

LOVELOCK $26,568.36   YERINGTON $933,430.72 

Grand Total $12,205,110.16 
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 2020 funding decisions are on-going. As of 10/22/2020, there is $9.29M Funded, $2.9M Pending. Com-
mi�ed amounts represent all eligible E-rate services and equipment. 

 Applicants received $2.3M in E-rate funding in 2016 compared to $12.3M in 2020. 

Funding Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Broadband  
Funding Only 

$5,536,841.80 $6,405,498.84 $6,409,042.75 $7,856,370.45 $7,531,288.32 

All Categories of 
Funding 

$8,280,481.19 $7,415,986.54 $7,724,139.88 $15,766,034.61 $12,311,815.27 

E-rate Funding 
is up  

43%  

from 2016 to 
2020 
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500% Increase in  Library District  Participation 

Library Participation 2016—2020 

55 Libraries Received $999.640.07 in E-rate Funding in 2020 

12  
Fiber Special 

Construction  

Projects 

Since 2016 


